Class 3A Area D MARCHING CONTEST

Rocket Field, Robinson, TX
November 1, 2025

Directors,

Welcome to the UIL Area D Marching Contest! Wylie Gore and myself are excited to be your hosts
for the day and aim to make this day as stress free as possible.

Please read through the following information carefully. Every effort is being made to ensure a
smooth-running, safe, and successful contest.

**This mav be different than vears past**

Contest Location(s):
Maps of Site Locations
Prop Truck Parking
500 W Lyndale Ave - Robinson, TX 76706
*#turn just before the tennis courts and park in the drive between Lyndale Ave and Tate Ave**

Stadium- Rocket Field
700 W. Tate Ave - Robinson, TX 76706

Band Check In, Director Check In, Bus/Trailer Parking
605 S. Old Robinson Road - Robinson, TX 76706

Spectator Parking
700 W. Tate Ave - Robinson, TX 76706
Handicap Parking located at Rocket Stadium
General Parking located at Rocket Stadium and Robinson High School Faculty Lot

AREA MERCHANDISE & AUDIO VISUAL INFORMATION
PepWear Information for T-shirt orders, miscellaneous souvenirs, Area Contest
patches, all to be sold at the PepWear Booth on site. Pepwear Area Flyer
Levo Audio Visual Order Form. If you have not already submitted the
Marching Educational Use Video Agreement for your Region Contest, fill it out
and submit it to UIL as soon as possible.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1awL6C21ypfVKiAqcR2Ylro_68PSU-8bG/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16M49jP_GGbVYlZrw7S3PKPPlO9z028AG/view?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/odkKMxKnen7mTmSq7
https://www.uiltexas.org/machform/view.php?id=388184

ENTRY INFORMATION:

The following items are available under the Area D Marching Contest section of the UIL Music Region 18
webpage and need your immediate attention:
https://www.uilmusicregion18.com/area-forms-and-information.html

*Area Marching Contest Entry Form

*Announcer's Script

*Entry Fee

ENTRY FEE AND FORMS:

There is a $400 entry fee for bands competing in the Class 3A Area D Marching Contest this year. Bring a school
check made out in that amount to UIL Music Area D with you to the contest along with your original Area contest
entry form. Bring the check with you, DO NOT MAIL your Area check. Entry fees may also be paid with credit

card by clicking here.

Please email a copy of your SIGNED Entry Form and the Announcer's Script to DARRELL UMHOEFER at
DUREG8@GMAIL.COM immediately after your region contest!

The entry form must be signed by the principal or superintendent of the school. Bring the original with you to the
contest. Your band will not be permitted to march without this form being on file.

BUS/TRUCK/TRAILER:
e All buses/trucks/trailers will enter in front of Robinson Intermediate from Old Robinson Road. All vehicles
will park behind Robinson High School in the bus/trailer parking.
e All spectators will park in the parking lot behind the home side stands or in the Faculty/Staff parking lot of
Robinson High School and enter through the side gate of the stadium.
Please follow the guidelines for equipment unloading and truck/trailer parking.
All equipment vehicle(s) will park and unload behind Robinson High School.
Prop truck/trailers may park in the drive adjacent to the obstacle course. (See map)
To help alleviate congestion, ALL vehicles parking behind RHS will be required to display the parking
pass.
e Vehicles who do not have a parking pass, including district vehicles will need to park in spectator parking.

DIRECTOR/BAND CHECKIN:
e Upon arrival and parking, all groups will need to check in at the check-in table.
e The check-in table will be located under the tent on the backside of Robinson Intermediate School.
e At the check-in table, you will receive any meal tickets (if you purchased them) and any informational
updates you might need.
e Please have all necessary forms and payment ready at check-in.

RESTROOMS:

Restrooms will be available inside RHS. Entrance for restrooms is behind the Band Check In Table. These
restrooms are not to be used as changing facilities. Be warned, they are small, please plan accordingly. Thank
you in advance for addressing this with your band.

CONCESSIONS:

The Robinson Band Boosters will run a full concession stand for the duration of the contest. Robinson Band
Boosters are also offering both a lunch and dinner package for your convenience should you choose to
participate. Each meal will be individually pre-packaged. Your patronage is greatly appreciated. (please see
below) The cut off for these orders will be Wednesday 10/29.


https://www.uilmusicregion18.com/area-forms-and-information.html
https://www.uilmusicregion18.com/uploads/1/3/5/3/13535811/3a_area_d_entry_form_-_fillable.pdf
https://www.uiltexas.org/files/music/2017_Fillable_Marching_Band_Script.pdf
https://uilmusicregion18-tickets.square.site/product/area-d-entry-fee/10
https://uilmusicregion18-tickets.square.site/product/area-d-entry-fee/10
mailto:DUREG8@GMAIL.COM

WARM-UP:

e You will stage in the ready area 5 minutes before your assigned Warm Up time begins. A band will be in
your warm up area as you arrive. Please enter this area quietly. NO CADENCE is allowed at any time
prior to entering the stadium.

e THE USE OF ANY WIRELESS AMPLIFICATION (INCLUDING METRONOMES) IS
PROHIBITED IN ALL AREAS OUTSIDE OF THE STADIUM PERFORMANCE AREA.
HARD-WIRED METRONOME IS ALLOWED IN THE ACTUAL WARM-UP AREA, IF AT LOW
VOLUMES. BLUE TOOTH EQUIPMENT IS FINE.

e YOU WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO WARM UP AHEAD OF YOUR TIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR
ARRIVAL. THIS INCLUDES BANDS AND AUXILIARY UNITS.

e Each director is responsible for entering and exiting the warm up area at the appropriate time. The walk
from the warm up area to the performance staging area is fairly short but you must leave the warm up
area at your respective times.

WATER STATION:
There will not be a water station provided at this contest. Please plan accordingly.

MOVING TO ROCKET FIELD:

As bands exit warm up, they will proceed up the drive adjacent to RHS and enter the stadium through the South
side, main entrance.

Performance Time: Each competing band shall occupy the football field for not less than five nor more than eight
minutes. Any band that leaves the field in less than five minutes or fails to complete its performance in eight
minutes shall be disqualified.

PERFORMANCE REGULATIONS:

Performance Time: Each competing band shall occupy the football field for not less than five nor more than eight
minutes. Any band that leaves the field in less than five minutes or fails to complete its performance in eight
minutes shall be disqualified.

Movement to Field Position: Logistics permitting, allow a band’s front ensemble and front sideline equipment to
move to the 20-yard line on the front sideline during the prior band’s 2-minute field exit time. Additionally, allow a
band to stage students in the end zone up to the goal line during the prior band’s 2-minute field exit time. This
process is followed at the state contest.

IMPORTANT — TIMING PROCEDURES!

OFFICIAL TIME: As stated in the UIL C&CR, section 1105, the official time for each band will be kept according to
the following:

(A) The contest chair will designate an official timekeeper.

(B) In order to allow ample time for the judges to complete their critiques, bands will be scheduled with five
minutes between performances and a maximum of fifteen minutes per band.

(C) Bands may use the five minutes prior to their performance in any way they deem appropriate in order to
assume their starting position and prepare for the beginning of their show. Activities may include warm-up
and/or cadence.

(D) Each band will be announced with 45 seconds remaining on the 5-minute clock. The beginning of their
announcement will indicate that the performance time will begin in 45 seconds.



(E) The actual timing and adjudication for the show will begin at the end of the five minutes.

(F) At the conclusion of each band’s performance the post script will be read while the band will have two
minutes to exit the field and clear the marching surface of all equipment, instruments and props. The use of
either instrumental or verbal cadence is optional. A band that fails to be clear of the field (outside the sidelines
or endlines) or continues to use instrumental or verbal cadence at the end of the two minutes will be
disqualified.

(G) A band leaving equipment or instruments on the sideline in such a manner that these items impede the
movement of the next band into its starting position will be subject to penalty in accordance with Subchapter E.

ELECTRONICS AND AMPLIFICATION RULES: As stated in the UIL C&CR, section 1105.

(4) Electronic Equipment. Electronic equipment may be used under the following provisions:

(A) All electronically produced music including narration and sound effects shall be performed live and in real
time by eligible students.

(B) Pre-recorded music, instrumental or vocal, or narration may not be used.
(5) Amplification.

(A) All equipment must be operated by eligible students. Exception: A non-student may intervene solely for the
purpose of addressing an equipment failure and must submit a written justification for doing so to the contest
chair after the performance.

(B) All cables must be safely placed on the field and/or sidelines. Students may not cross over on-field cables,
covered or not, during a performance. If you need clarification of this rule, email Darrell Umhoefer
dureg8@gmail.com.

(C) A power generator or DC power source may be placed on the field, provided there is a protective barrier
between the power unit and the turf and all cords are contained safely within close proximity to the equipment
that is being supplied with power.

(D) Wind instruments may be amplified only for solo and/or small ensemble features of up to ten performers at
one time.
(6) Violations. Violations will be subject to penalties in accordance with Section 27 and Section 29.

*If you have any questions concerning the use of electronic equipment, please call Darrell or
Dani or John Rauschuber.


mailto:dureg8@gmail.com

AREA D CONTEST CLOCK OPERATION

- Opening Script (to be read with 45 seconds (00:45) remaining on the 5-minute clock). "THE (FIRST,
NEXT, FINAL) BAND IN CONFERENCE 6A, etc.", as on the UIL official script.

- With 20 seconds (00:20) remaining on the 5-minute clock the announcer will read the next statement,
which begins with “Drum Majors....”

- The 8-minute clock will begin immediately after the 5:-minute clock runs out on the stopwatch. (The
scoreboard should be pre-programmed to continue seamlessly into the 8-minute clock. However, if
pre-programming is not an option, as is done at STATE, the stadium clock will go dark during the
remaining 20 seconds, but will be backed up on stopwatches.)

- Judging will not begin until 7:59 appears on the scoreboard clock.

- At the end of the 8-minutes, the clock will be reset to 2 minutes

- Post Script (to be read at the beginning of the 2:00 field exit)

FIELD ENTRY/EXIT:
Field entry- all winds/percussion/guard will enter from the South end of the field. All entering bands will be
staged on the turf by the rocket. Staging will happen while the exiting band’s field exit clock is running.

Field exit- once your performance is finished, bands will exit to the home side, and proceed
counter-clockwise around the track (turning to the performers left) and exit out the same gate they entered in.
Exiting bands may be held in place in order to facilitate the entrance of the next band. The entrance of the
performing band takes precedence over the exit of the previous band.

FIELD POWER:

Power is located on the 50-yard line on the track, on a yellow extension cord. Please feel free to use this as a
source of power. There will be a contest representative on the track to show you where power can be
located.

TIMING:

Area D will be following the UIL clock protocol and running the clock from the scoreboard. Timing penalties
will be assessed and determined by Darrell Umhoefer, Executive Secretary of Region 8 and Area D Executive
Secretary Dani Rauschuber.

CONTEST OFFICE:

The Contest Office will be in the press box of the stadium on the left side of the main press box. This is not a
public area. No unauthorized persons or students will be permitted in the press box and/or contest office at
any time.

CLASS 3A AREA D ADJUDICATORS:
Rocky Harris, Greenwood HS

Brian Sours, Tenaha HS

Brandon Day, Burleson HS

Kent Wallis, Panther Creek HS

Jeffrey Keys, New Braunfels ISD

SPECTATOR PARKING:
Spectators may park behind the home-side stadium and enter through the gate on the same side or you may
park on either side of:

Rocket Field- Handicap Parking
700 W. Tate Ave- Robinson, TX 76706



Robinson Junior High School
500 W Lyndale Ave- Robinson, TX 76706

Robinson High School- faculty parking lot
700 W. Tate Ave- Robinson, TX 76706

ADMISSION:

The admission charge is $10.00 per person for the general public (school age and older). This one time
admission charge of $10.00 will allow admittance to both prelims and finals, with the visible wristband, which will
be attached upon initial admission to the stadium._ Buy online tickets here.

School administrators will be admitted free upon presentation of their District UIL Pass or school ID. In addition,
football teams or other school sanctioned teams, coming in as a group with their coach/sponsor and wearing their
jerseys, will be admitted free.

Admission wristbands for chaperones and bus drivers can be picked up at the check-in station. Each competing
band will receive one wristband for every 10 students, with a maximum of 20 wristbands per band.

Competing band students will not be charged an admission fee after their performance if they wish to go into the
stands to watch, from the visitor side, the remaining bands in their performance block. Have your students sit as
a group and please make sure they are properly monitored by your staff or chaperones. Their uniform or band
shirt will admit them.

FIRST AID AND COOLING ZONE:

A First Aid facility and the required UIL Cooling Zone will be available. There will be water, ice, and other minor
emergency supplies on hand. In the event of a larger emergency, the local EMS will be on call. Ask any contest
worker for assistance if needed.

CONTEST RESULTS:

At the conclusion of the preliminary competition, ONE DIRECTOR FROM EACH COMPETING BAND will be
requested to appear in the Robinson HS Choir Room for a verification period before the contest results are
announced, this pass will be given at Check-In. The verification room can be in the HS by using the doors on the
stadium side of the building.

PLEASE HELP US WITH THIS BY DESIGNATING ONLY ONE DIRECTOR TO ATTEND THE
VERIFICATION. THIS HAS BECOME A PROBLEM IN THE PAST, AND HAS ADDED CONFUSION TO THE
PROCESS BY HAVING TOO MANY PEOPLE IN THE AREA. THE MEETING AREA IS QUITE SMALL, SO
ONE DIRECTOR PER BAND WILL BE ALLOWED TO ATTEND TO THE VERIFICATION PERIOD. The
bands which will advance to the Finals Competition will be announced in performance order. DO NOT BE
OFFENDED IF YOUR STAFF ARE ASKED TO LEAVE.

RETREAT:

Have your drum majors prepared to enter the field for the awards presentation at the conclusion of the
Prelims and the Finals Competition. At the end of the Finals competition, there will also be an awards
ceremony on the field.

If your band is selected to advance to state competition, please be prepared to declare your intention to
participate in the state contest. At this time, you will draw for your performance slot at the State Contest.

INCLEMENT WEATHER CONTINGENCY PLAN:
1. In the event of inclement weather during the Marching Contest at Robinson High School and Rocket Field,
the following procedures should be followed:
2. Darrell Umhoefer or the contest host will declare a “Severe Weather Delay” and the contest operations will


https://uilmusicregion18-tickets.square.site/product/3a-uil-music-area-d/1

cease.

The time will be noted.

An “all call” will go out on the radios and cell phones advising contest staff of a weather delay.

The announcer will announce that all bands and spectators should seek cover immediately and return to

their buses and vehicles.

6. Contest operations will send a message through Competition Suite so that anyone linked to CS will be
notified.

7. Ifthere is a band on the field performing, they will be allowed to finish their performance before returning
to their buses or Robinson Junior High School.

ok w

Severe Weather or Lightning Delay
1. Bands in the warm-up area will be given the choice of going into the Robinson High School Cafetorium or
returning to their buses.
2. Once bands reach the Cafetorium, they will not be allowed to play or rehearse.
3. Once the all clear is given, bands and spectators will be given time to get back into place.
4. Once groups have returned to their place a 30 minute warm-up will begin and the contest will proceed.

Tornado Warning or Severe Thunderstorm Activity
1. Students in the warm-up area and everyone in the vicinity of the bus parking will be asked to relocate to
the Robinson High School Cafetorium.
All contest operations will be relocated to Robinson High School.
Any band en route from warm-up to the stadium will be directed back to Robinson High School.
Any band performing will be escorted to the field house.
Spectators may be relocated to Robinson High School.
Please see attached campus map for additional guidance concerning the function of the contest and
safety precaution
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REMINDERS

1. Any questions/problems should be directed through your monitor or the contest staff to Mrs. Essary or Mr.
Umbhoefer.

2. Bands may play in the following areas ONLY: Assigned warm-up sites (facing away from stadium),Field
warm-up during 5 minutes prior to performance, Contest performance.

3. Contact with the judges at any time is prohibited.

4. Be sure to inform your band parents that balloons are prohibited at any UIL event.

Questions:

Do not call the State UIL Office with questions concerning this contest. Should you have any questions regarding
UIL rules, performance regulations, electronics, etc. please contact Darrell Umhoefer, Area D Contest Chairman
at 254-315-0046 or dureg8@gmail.com

Should you have any questions about the performance site, please do not hesitate to contact Wylie Gore at
254-224-1421 or_wylie.gore@robinson.k12.tx.us.

Wylie Gore
Director of Bands, Robinson ISD

Area D Executive Secretaries - Dani & John Rauschuber: uilregioni8@gmail.com



mailto:dureg8@gmail.com
mailto:wylie.gore@robinson.k12.tx.us
mailto:uilregion18@gmail.com

